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As earth systems science expands, geobiology, the interdisciplinary subject between geosciences and life sciences, is developing rapidly in China and throughout the world. There have been special symposia on geobiology at such international meetings as the IGC and AGU. Large geobiological projects are being established and financed in the USA, UK, Germany and other countries. With the support of the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) and the Ministry of Science and Technology, training classes, forums and major research projects in geobiology have been organized in China, and several books and special journal issues about geobiological research have been published in recent years.  
Geobiology aims to define and describe the systems that couple the biosphere and other Earth spheres and their mutual interactions. Coevolution between organisms and earth environments is the core of geobiology. Not only do earth environments influence the biosphere, but the biosphere influences the whole earth system. Such mutual effects have been going on since the very beginning of earth evolution. 
Current research fields in geobiology include: 1. Origin and evolution of life, and organisms under extreme conditions; 2. Coevolution of the atmosphere, hydrosphere and biosphere; 3. Coupling processes of life and environments during critical periods of the geological history; 4. Paleontology and biostratigraphy; 5. Geomicrobiology and molecular paleontology; 6. Biogeochemistry and global geochemical cycles; 7. Astrobiology. Geobiology is the successor to paleontology but surpasses it by incorporating more theories and techniques from physics, chemistry, biology and other geosciences.
This international symposium to be held in 2010 aims to enhance international exchange in geobiological research and to promote interdisciplinary integration of geosciences and biosciences. We hope that such exchange and integration will accelerate the development of the whole of geobiology and earth systems science.

1. INVITATION
Dear colleagues and friends,

The Chinese Organizing Committee, in collaboration with related national/international organizations and research institutes, is delighted to cordially invite you to the first international conference on geobiology to be held in China next year. This meeting offers an important forum in which geologists, paleontologists, biologists and especially microbiologists with diverse approaches and methodologies can meet and exchange ideas on a wide range of topics related to coupling systems between the biosphere and other geospheres. We hope that we have created an interesting program and anticipate that all of you will be eager to participate.

We also hope that this invitation provides a supporting document to help you to apply for a visa at your local Chinese embassy. We look forward to seeing you in Wuhan in June, 2010.

Sincerely,

XIE Shucheng

Organizing Committee, International Geobiology Conference
June 15, 2009

2. SPONSORS AND ORGANIZERS
Sponsors

National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC)

National Committee of Stratigraphy of China

Geological Society of China

Paleontological Society of China

Microbiological Society of China

China University of Geosciences

Nanjing Institute of Geology and Paleontology, Chinese Academy of Sciences
Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences
International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS)
International Paleontological Association (IPA) 
International Professionals for the Advancement of Chinese Earth Sciences (IPACES)

IGCP 507 (Paleoclimates of the Cretaceous in Asia)

IGCP 555 (Rapid Environmental/Climate Change in the Cretaceous World: Ocean-Land Interactions)
IGCP 572 (Permian-Triassic Ecosystem)
Organizer

    Key Laboratory of Biogeology and Environmental Geology of Ministry of Education, China University of Geosciences (CUG, Wuhan)
Co-organizers

State Key Laboratory of Modern Paleontology and Stratigraphy, Nanjing

State Key Laboratory of Geological Processes and Mineral Resources, CUG, Wuhan
Key Laboratory of Evolutionary Systematics of Vertebrates, Chinese Academy of Sciences
3. ACADEMIC AND ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Academic Committee (in alphabetical order) 

Chairman: Hongfu YIN

Members: Richard ALDRIDGE, Zhisheng AN, David BOTTJER, Yucheng CHAI, Xu CHEN, Richard EVERSHED, Stanley FINNEY, David HARPER, Kurt KONHÄUSER, Zhanxiang QIU, Jiayu RONG, Roger SUMMONS, Shu SUN, Pinxian WANG, Paul WIGNALL, Miman ZHANG

Organizing Committee (in alphabetical order)
     Chairman: Shucheng XIE
     Members: Zhongqiang CHEN, Hailliang DONG, Yuansheng DU, Xulong LAI, Yu LIU, Shuzhong SHEN, Xiaoying SHI, Jinnan TONG, Xiaoqiao WAN，Chengshan WANG, Changsong XIAO, Shuhai XIAO, Jianxin YAO, Zhonghe ZHOU
     Secretary general: Haishui JIANG

4. LANGUAGE OF THE CONFERENCE
The official language of the conference will be English.

5. PRELIMINARY SCHEDULES
June 3-5, Pre-conference field excursions

June 5, all day-registration

June 6-8, opening session, plenary session and topic session

June 9-12, post-conference field excursions

6. SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

Coevolution between organisms and environments during critical periods of  geological history will be the subject of this meeting. The following symposia are tentatively suggested, and additional session proposals will be welcome before November 30, 2009. Symposia may be subdivided into sessions if more than a dozen presentations are included.
1) Early life and earth environments
2) Early Paleozoic explosions, crises and their geological background
3) Geo- and bio-events during the Late Paleozoic

4) Mesozoic and Cenozoic extinctions, radiations and environmental changes

5) Quaternary global change and paleoanthropogenic activity
6) Geomicrobiology and its implications for resources and environments
7) Astrobiology and life under extreme environments
8) IGCP 507 special session (Paleoclimates of the Cretaceous in Asia)
9) IGCP 555 special session (Rapid environmental/climate change in the Cretaceous world:ocean-land interactions) 

10) IGCP 572 special session (Permian-Triassic ecosystems)

    7. FIELD EXCURSIONS
Pre- and post-conference field trips will be arranged. The trips suggested here are subject to cancellation if less than 5 participants register. Predicted costs shown below include transportation, accommodation and meals. More details are available on the conference websites. 

A. Pre-conference trips

A1. GSSPs of the Changhsingian and Permian/Triassic boundary (Changxing, Zhejiang) and Lower Triassic sequences and biota (Chaohu, Anhui). Trip starts at Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province and ends in Wuhan. Predicted cost (3 days): US$ 250 

A2. GSSPs of Dapingian and Hirnantian (Yichang, Hubei) and Sinian-Ediacaran (Duoshantuo and Dengying Fms) sequences in the Three Gorges region of the Yangtze River. Trip starts and ends in Wuhan. Predicted cost (3 days): US$ 250 

A3. Quaternary landscape and archaeology in the middle Yangtze River (Shennongjia virgin forest, Dajiuhu peat bog, archaeological sites around the Three Gorges). Trip starts and ends in Wuhan. Predicted cost (3 days): US$ 300
B. Post-conference trips:
B1. Geobiology of Permo-Triassic microbialite and carbonate petroleum source rocks (Chongqing; Guangyuan, Sichuan). Trip starts in Wuhan and ends in Chengdu, Sichuan Province. Predicted cost (4 days): US$ 450
B2. F-F and deepwater P-T extinctions: Devonian and Changhsingian in Guangxi (Laibin and Dongpan, Guangxi). Trip begins in Wuhan and ends in Guilin, Guangxi Province. Predicted cost (4 days): US$ 450 

B3. Permian-Triassic boundary to Middle Triassic sequences and ecosystems in various facies in Guizhou Province. Predicted cost (4 days): US$450
8. CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
    All participants are invited to submit abstracts (within 3 printed pages) on any topic related to the sessions listed above. All abstracts received by the committee will be peer-reviewed and linguistically edited. Abstract volumes will be organized as special issues of  Journal of China University of Geosciences (SCI-Expanded, Springer), Frontiers of Earth Science in China (Springer) or possibly other journals on the basis of peer reviews. A condition of abstract submission is that, if accepted, the paper will be presented by one of the authors at the conference. A detailed guide for submission of abstracts is available on the websites of geobiology conference. Failing to follow the instructions may lead to rejection. All abstracts should be submitted as email attachments (MSWord file) to Ms PENG Xingfang (xingfangpeng@gmail.com). The deadline of the abstract submission is

December 10, 2009.

9. REGISTRATION FEES AND PAYMENT POLICY

Registration fees

Full payment must accompany registration. 

Before February 28, 2010: full participant 300 US$, student 150 US$, accompanying member 100 US$.

After February 28, 2010: full participant 350 US$, student 200 US$, accompanying member 150 US$.

Payment policy 
All payments including registration fee, accommodation fee, and field trip fees must be paid in dollars. 
Credit cards:

Visa and MasterCard. We regret that we are unable to accept other credit cards. Please send payment info and credit card info by fax shown below.
Payment Info (available online)
Name of Conferee:                                           
Name of Accompanying Member:                               
Registration Fee:                         US$                
Accompanying Member Fee:               US$                
Arrival Date:                                                
Accommodation: # of nights           ; room type:               
Accommodation Fee (# nights × room rate)   US$                 
Field Trip Fee                          US$                 
Total                                  US$                 
Credit Card info (available online)
Credit Card Type:                                           
Credit Card Number:                                        
Expiration Date:                                            
Name on Card:                                              
Amount of Charge:                                          
Signature                                                    
Tel.: +086-27-62579657

Fax: +086-27-67883456

Email: xingfangpeng@gmail.com 
Bank transfer (Remittance):

Bank name: Wuhan City Donghu Development Sub-branch, Bank of China
Account name: China University of Geosciences (Wuhan)

Account No.: 05008008091001

SWIFT CODE: BKCHCNBJ600

Please write “Geobiology Conference 2010” and the participant’s name in the “Message” section of the transfer form. For direct transfer, include your name and the conference bank account number (above), and be sure to pay your bank’s service charges for the bank transfer. Applicants’ registration fees, accommodation, and fees for accompanying guests must be paid in dollars. You will be notified promptly of any cancellations, schedule or program changes. The organizing committee will confirm your enrollment in the program by Email, and provide information on travel, accommodations, and final registration.
Cancellation policy 
  A 40 US$ administration fee will be withheld for cancellations received in writing prior to April 1, 2009. No refunds will be issued after this date. 

  A 50% refund on field trips will be given if cancelled prior to May 20, 2010. There will be no refunds on field trips after May 20, 2010. 
Financial assistance   

   Limited financial assistance may be provided for PhD students, young scientists and those from developing countries who will give an oral presentation at the meeting. The subsidy will include complete or partial waiver of the registration fee. Criteria for granting the subsidy depend on the scientific merit of the contribution and financial situation of the applicants. Please complete a Financial Assistance Form (available on the meeting website http://www.geobiology.net.cn/2010meeting), and send it to your contact person.   

10. REGISTRATION AND RESPONSE FORM
Please fill in the response form below (available at http://www.geobiology.net.cn/2010meeting), and send it before Dec 10, 2009 back to
Haishui JIANG (jiangliuis@hotmail.com), Xingfang PENG (xingfangpeng@gmail.com), Fax: 086-27-67883456
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
International Geobiology Conference
——Coevolution between organisms and environments 

at critical periods of geological history

June 5-8, 2010

China University of Geosciences, Wuhan, China

REGISTRATION AND RESPONSE FORM
available at http://www.geobiology.net.cn/2010meeting

First Name____________________   Last Name _________________________ 
Accompany Name (If attending, please register below) _______________________________________________ 

Institution _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address                                                                         

City___________Country ____      ___Postal (Zip) Code _____   ____

Email Address               Telephone____      _____ Fax ____      
1. I plan to register as (please tick): Formal participant (    ), Student (    ), Accompany (   )

2. I am interested in giving an oral presentation with the full title of 

in the following session preferred

3. I am interested in participating excursion(s) number (    and/or     ) (please fill in with A1, A2, A3, B1, B2, B3)

4. I need to help with the reservation of the accomodation in the hotel of (please tick)

CUG (    ), Mengtianhu (      ), Ramada of a luxurious suite (     ) or a business suite (     )

5. My suggestions and comments of scientific sessions and excursions are :     

 Signature and date

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11. SIGNIFICANT DATES
Nov. 30, 2009: Proposals for sessions and convenors

Dec. 10, 2009: Abstract submission

Jan. 1, 2010: Financial assistance applications
Feb. 28, 2010: Early bird registration

March 1, 2010: 2nd circular
May 1, 2010: Final circular
12. WEBSITES AND CONTACT
Websites

http://www.geobiology.net.cn/2010meeting
http://www.geobiology.net. cn

Contact persons
Haishui JIANG, Tel, 086-13476181285; Email, jiangliuis@hotmail.com
Xingfang PENG, Tel, 086-27-62579657; Email, xingfangpeng@gmail.com 

Fax: 086-27-67883456
Postal address

Key Laboratory of Biogeology and Environmental Geology, China University of Geosciences, 388 Lumo Road, Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, Postcode 430074
13. ACCOMMODATION 
Please visit our website at http://www.geobiology.net.cn/2010meeting to obtain information about reserving your accommodation.
The following three- and five-star hotels on the CUG campus or nearby have been provisionally reserved at preferential prices for participants of the Symposium. No deposit is required to reserve a room, but allocation will be on an FCFS (First Come, First Served) basis. 

CUG Hotel (three-star), 50 US$ per night for a standard double-bed room with suite facilities.
Mengtianhu Hotel (three-star), 60 US$ per night for a standard double-bed room

Ramada Hotel (five-star), 100 US$ per night for a luxury suite, 150 US$ per night for a business suite.

14. CONFERENCE VENUE
The International Conference on Geobiology will be held in China University of Geosciences, Wuhan, China. 
About Wuhan

The website http://www.geobiology.net.cn/2010meeting provides a wide range of information related to Wuhan.

Wuhan is the capital of Hubei Province in Central China. The Yangtze River and Hanshui River divide Wuhan into three parts: Hankou, Hanyang and Wuchang, generally known as Wuhan's Three Towns and most universities including CUG are located in Wuchang. Wuhan occupies a land area of 8494.41km2 mostly on the floodplain of the Yangze River, dotted with a great number of lakes. It has a population of about 8 million.

Wuhan has a subtropical humid monsoon climate. There is abundant rainfall and sunshine during four distinct seasons. In recent thirty years, the average rainfall in June was 151mm, with 12 rainy days. The average lowest and highest temperature in early June are 20℃ and 28℃, respectively.
Wuhan is an inland economic cross-roads of China. It connects the east to the west, channels the north to the south, and links rivers to seas through well-developed water, land and air traffic links. Most of China's major metropolises such as Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Chengdu and Xi'an are within a radius of 1000km around Wuhan. Wuhan is the important strategic supporting point of Central China.
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Figure captions: left, Yellow Crane Tower, celebrated in over 2000 years of legend, history and poetry; right, First Yangze Bridge and Wuhan TV Tower. 
About CUG

You may browse the website http://en.cug.edu.cn/cug/index.asp for information about CUG.

CUG, founded in 1952, is a leading national university affiliated to the Ministry of Education of China, with one campus at Wuhan and the other at Beijing. CUG (Wuhan) boasts a campus covering an area of approximately 1.13 million square meters beside the scenic East Lake and adjacent to a national high-tech development zone and "China’s Optical Valley".  CUG has a staff of 2950 with 349 professors, 586 associate professors, and 9 academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and a total enrollment of over 44,400 students. Prime Minister Wen Jiabao and Olympic badminton Championship Gao Ling graduated from CUG.

CUG (Wuhan) combines a strong competitive edge in geology, resources, environment, and geological engineering technology with many other science and engineering academic disciplines and also social sciences and management. There are 22 faculties including science, engineering, literature, management, economics, law, education and philosophy. There are 62 undergraduate academic programs authorized to grant bachelor's degrees, 119 academic programs for Master's degrees, and 39 academic programs for Ph D students.
The university has the longest in-campus tunnel of any Chinese university and a well-known reconstructed fossil forest. Its famous Yifu Museum has outstanding modern displays of more than 30,000 specimens including nearly 2,000 rare samples of fossils, minerals, and national treasures in ten major exhibition areas. The Chinese National Tourism Administration has recognized the Yifu Museum as a 4A level national tourist attraction, the first such honour awarded to a Chinese university museum, and so far unique. 
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Figure captions: views of CUG campus.
